
(Effective until September 1, 2021)

 WAC 246-830-550  Standards of practice—Limitations.  (1) It is 
not consistent with the standard of practice for a massage therapist 
to touch the following body parts on a client or patient:

(a) Gluteal cleft distal to the coccyx, anus and rectum;
(b) Inside the mouth unless an intraoral endorsement has been is-

sued;
(c) Penis;
(d) Prostate;
(e) Scrotum;
(f) Vagina, to include:
(i) Intravaginal;
(ii) Labia (majors and minors);
(iii) Clitoris;
(iv) Urethra; or
(g) Breasts, unless in accordance with WAC 246-830-555.
(2) A massage therapist must maintain evidence of the completion 

of at least sixteen specialized in-person contact hours of education 
and training if they are performing massage in the perineal area in 
addition to obtaining prior written and verbal informed consent. This 
written consent may be included within an overall general consent to 
massage document, if clearly delineated and either specifically ini-
tialed or signed.

(3) A massage therapist must not engage in sexual misconduct as 
described in WAC 246-16-100. Sexual misconduct will constitute grounds 
for disciplinary action.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.108.025 (1)(a), 18.108.085 (1)(a), 
43.70.041 and chapter 18.108 RCW. WSR 17-14-062, § 246-830-550, filed 
6/29/17, effective 7/30/17.]

(Effective September 1, 2021)

WAC 246-830-550  Standards of practice—Limitations.  (1) It is 
not consistent with the standard of practice for a massage therapist 
to touch the following body parts on a client or patient except where 
specifically noted:

(a) The gluteal cleft (space distal to the coccyx to the anus) 
and perineum unless in accordance with WAC 246-830-557. For the pur-
pose of this section and WAC 246-830-557, the perineum is defined as 
the tissues between the anus and scrotum or vulva;

(b) Anus or inside the rectum;
(c) Inside the urethra;
(d) Penis and scrotum;
(e) Vulva to include labia (major and minor), clitoris, bulb of 

vestibule, vulval vestibule, urinary meatus and the vaginal opening;
(f) Inside the vagina;
(g) Breasts, unless in accordance with WAC 246-830-555; or
(h) Inside the mouth unless an intraoral endorsement has been is-

sued in accordance with WAC 246-830-490.
(2) A massage therapist shall not engage in sexual misconduct as 

described in WAC 246-16-100. Sexual misconduct will constitute grounds 
for disciplinary action.
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[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.108.085 (1)(a), 18.108.025 (1)(a), chap-
ter 18.108 RCW and 2020 c 76. WSR 21-02-012, § 246-830-550, filed 
12/24/20, effective 9/1/21. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.108.025 
(1)(a), 18.108.085 (1)(a), 43.70.041 and chapter 18.108 RCW. WSR 
17-14-062, § 246-830-550, filed 6/29/17, effective 7/30/17.]
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